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"Education is the ability to listen to 

almost anything without losing your

temper." - Robert Frost
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Summary

• IP a neglected frontier

• Intellectual Property, copyright and the digital 
environment

• Licensing – A way to Unlock IP

• AEShareNet licensing options

• FfE

• Finding and acquiring other people’s resources
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Realising the Value of IP

IP discipline as key as that for financials 

IP as an Asset – must be subjected to the 

same thoroughness, management and 

treatment as other assets
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Advantages of a licensing approach

• Permission to copy and maybe to enhance

• More flexibility in how you use other people’s resources

• Don’t develop from scratch

• Save time and money

• Collaboration

• Get out to students faster

• Providing a diverse learning experience for your students

• The sector as a whole benefits through greater efficiency 

and better products



Derivatives

Work

Work
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Work
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A Contextualisation

(changes are usually too 

trivial to give rise to any

fresh layer of copyright)

An Enhancement

(substantial 

Changes - new IP arises, but 

insertions & deletions 

unusable apart from original 

Work)

A Supplementary Work (new IP

Arises – the new subject matter is

meaningful to some extent, without

the original Work)

A Compilation (each item 

has IP, provided substantial –

in addition the Compilation 

attracts IP because of the 

effort in selecting & 

arranging)

~
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What does AEShareNet provide?

• Discover what is out there, Anyone can play

• Acquire a licence to use and adapt existing resources, 
Anyone can play

• Make your own resources available securely, members 
only

• Obtain/give the permissions for use and have assurance of 
how the resource can/can’t be used
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AEShareNet, the learning materials 

broker

• Linking people who own resources with 

people who want to use them

• Providing a listing of available resources 

with links to the repositories where they 

reside

• Providing a secure licensing transaction 

engine
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The Model

• 6 trademarked licence ‘protocols’ –

• Standardised legal templates with capacity for 

variable licence conditions

• Consistent metadata schema

• Consistent data capture capacity through a ‘local’ 

software package

• Upload to ‘central’ system
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Licence Protocols compared

AEShareNet–S
2 years; Australia & NZ only

Enhancements vest in original owner

May Supply to Third Parties

Licensor registers; Licensee accepts

AEShareNet–E
Perpetual, worldwide

May not circumvent a TPM

Enhancements (if permitted) vest in 

original owner

End user licence; no Supply Rights

Licence Fee / Royalties may apply

Licensor registers product list; 

Licensee selects items, quantities

AEShareNet–C
Customisable licence conditions

Enhancements (if permitted) vest in 

original owner

Licence Fee / Royalties may apply

Licensor registers; AEShareNet

mediates negotiations

AEShareNet–P
1 year, worldwide

Enhancements not permitted

May Supply to Third Parties

Licensor registers; Licensee accepts

AEShareNet–FfE
Perpetual, worldwide

Can Use for Education Purposes

May not circumvent a TPM

Enhancements not permitted

No Supply Rights

Licensor applies Mark; Licensee uses

AEShareNet–U
Perpetual, worldwide

Enhanced version vests in Licensee

Some pre-clearance of Moral Rights

May Supply to Third Parties

Licensor registers; Licensee uses
Economic 

Rights

Moral 

Rights



Copyright 2004 

AEShareNet Ltd

New Licence Protocol

• AEShareNet-FfE:  

• The Free for Education mark indicates that material may 
be freely used for educational purposes. The mark is a 
trademark of AEShareNet Limited but can be applied by 
anyone to any material in which they own the copyright 
provided they agree with the conditions set out in these 
pages. 



Copyright 2004 

AEShareNet Ltd

• For WebPages

• In the copyright notice and/or footer or header 
of every page of electronic formats of a 
document available for download

• In other formats eg CD-ROM

• In the copyright notice and/or footer or header 
of every page of a printed document.

• http://www.aesharenet.com.au/FfE/

http://www.aesharenet.com.au/FfE/
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Benefits of 

• For educational bodies no need to write to 

seek permissions

• For owners no need to keep responding to 

requests

• Can use the whole not just 10% etc

• It is  actually free



How can librarians

incite use of 

• Let AEShareNet know the websites they 

would like marked

• For websites they want to use tell the 

website owners about
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Search – locate – preview - purchase

• Search the database using key words or 

Advanced searching

• Read the description and licence conditions

• Preview the resource or contact licensor

• Press the button to request a licence



Copyright 2004 

AEShareNet Ltd

Become a Member

Catalogue resources using software 

package

Licensee pays AEShareNet

- Associates prepay, 

- Member pays at end of 

settlement period

Receive licence request from Customer 

(could be Member or Associate)

Automatic licence 

acceptance

Negotiate

(price/terms).  Licence in ‘Under 

Negotiation’ status

Create an offer based on 

negotiations.  Licence in ‘Draft’ 

status

Licence Accepted.  If taken out by 

Member licence is completed, 

Associate licences show as ‘Payment 

Pending’ status until payment is 

received by AEShareNet

Associates are 

‘non-members’ 

who self register at 

the time of 
transaction.

Licensees and Licensors 

are notified of any events 

in the system by email 
throughout the process

Licensor provides 

“copy” of resource on 

acceptance by licensee

AEShareNet pays licensor 

for all transactions collected 

in previous period 

(less 10%)

!

!
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www.aesharenet.com.au

http://www.aesharenet.com.au/

















